
May 23, 1990 

Peter Vagt 
warzyn Enqineerin;l Inc. 
2100 O:nporate Drive 
Addi Ba'l, lllinois 60101 

Dear Dr. Vagt: 

SHS-11 

RE: 

Yrur recent letter of May 17th prqlOSed six (6) Rlase II-Ram:i 1 sediment sanplin:] 
locatioos for the wetland areas associated with the N::S site. Generally, I agree 
with the locatialS ~c:h yoo have c:hcsen, however, I believe that BaDe 

m.::xtificaticn of sanplirq locatia'l& and the total J'IJDi:)er of Rlase II -Rami 1 sanples 
is necessary. I believe this is necessary to ensure that all areas of oc:ncem with 
respect to surface water/sediment oa1taminatia'l at the site will .be ad1ressed 
durin:] the RI. 

Several times this sprin;l I have had the cgx>rtunity to explore the site, with the 
specific PJ%POSe of BaDe of "'ff:: visits bei.rq to examine the site's wetlards. 
DJring these visits, I noticed that BaDe of the surface water features.both on and 
off-site have persistently shown evidence of CXI1taminant loadin;J. Many of these 
surface water features have not been investigated, or not sufficiently 
investigated so to establish the severity of CXI1taminant loadin;J in these areas. 
'lhe major scuroes of the suspected CXI'ltaminants in these locatialS still an-ears to 
be the N::S site, thus requirin:J their adeqJate dlaracteri.zatinn. 

Fran ycur letter of May 17th, "'ff:: own c:i:JsexvatialS, lbase I analytical data and 
Rlase II field screeniig data, it is~ that highly cxntami.nated gram:lwater 
is disdlargin:J to the surface water and/or wetlards in several locatialS both on 
and off-site. 'lhese locatialS in::lu:Se: the wetland areas oorth and west of the 
off-site c:xmtainment area (specifically in a what arpears to .be a gramiwater 
di.scharge area scuth of the railroad tracks located rorth of this area): west of 
the ~tirq portim of the N::S facility: north and west of the a1-site 
OJntainment area: and west-scuthwest of the Village of Griffith Sanitary Ian:lfill. 

'lbe sediment scmplin;llocatioos prcp:sed in ycur letter ten:i to oa~1trate 
activities in the last two locaticns I have listed. However, scmples are needed in 
the~ areas to aid in a full characterizatim of site cxntami.natim. Based 
upon visual c:i:JsexvatialS at the site and past wast:e-hardl.in;J practices by ACS, it 
is suspecte::l that these areas currently my cxxrt:ain highly cxntami.nated se'Jjments. 
Withcut the benefit of analytical data for these areas it waU.d be extremely 
difficult to justify any limited actim nmeclies for them in the FS portion of the 
study. hxxn"d:in:jly, any a.ssuJiptia1s made m these areas in the FS withrut 
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analytical data liiiCUl.d have to be assumed \lOOer a wcrst-case scenario for p.1zposes 
of the FS. 

My a1 temative px• posa1. for ad:Jressirq these areas is straightfozward. Qle 
secUment sanple shalld be taken fl:aD the ditdl adjacent to the railroad tracks 
oorth of the off-site cxrrt:ai.nment area. Another sanple shalld be taken wst of the 
N:S facility al~ the fODDer drainage rill web originates fran the scuthwest 
quadrant of the N:S cperatirq facility (possibly located halfway between SIH>J am 
SIH>7B). 

To assist in presmvirq sc::me sediment scmples for a px• pJSed secxn:l ramd of 
sanplirq, I prq:a;e that sediment sanple "B" in::luded in yaJr prqx:sa.l., be liDVe:i 
fran its px esent locatim to the drainage rill area west of the N:S cp!Iatirq 
facility. Sediment scmple "A" in ocnjunctim with SIH>7A shalld provide adequate 
data for decisicns ~any subsequent scmplirq in this area. 

It is reoogni.zej that these m:dificaticns will require an aali.tialal. sanple for the 
area associated with the off-site cxrrt:ai.nment area, ani will be in excess of the 
J'JL1Ri:)er originally pxq::ceed in the !base II Work Plan Adiendum. However, in the 
tiJDe that has transpired between the original px• ~ of five sediment sanples for 
Rlase II-Roord 1 (Marcil '90) and the present, JIIJCh has been observed OalCei'J'lin; the 
interact.im of the surface water, wetlams, qrc::urdwater ani degree of cxntaminant 
load.il'q in the subsurface (for instance, the results of the Rlase n grali'Xiwater 
field sc:reenin;J revealed heavy cxntaminant loa.:tirr;J fl:aD the off-site and m-site 
cxrrt:ai.nment areas in the shallCM grcun:iwater). Accordin;Jly, these aa:titialal. tw 
areas shalld be investigated in Rlase II -Ramd 1 so that if delineaticm is deemed 
necessary in a secct'ld ramd of sediment sanpl~, the locaticm of further sanplin;J 
locaticns can be selected more easily. 

I have in=l.uded a map to aid you in identifyin;J the aa:titialal. locaticns to wdl I 
have referred. Please cattact me if you have any questialS or require further 
clarificatim. 

Sincerely, 

Rebert E. swale 
Rsnedi aJ Project Manager 

Enclosure 

ex:: Paul o:urtney, IIEM 
Jim antal, West:al 


